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a large number of them perished miserably of over-work and
privation.
The export of petrol and petrol products has been forcibly
stimulated in a similar way. The exports of the latter amounted
to 3-3 million tons, worth 56-1 millions of roubles, during the
first eight months of 19333 and to 2-8 million tons, valued at
40-1 millions of roubles, in the corresponding period of 1934.
The result was an extreme dearth of these essential products in
the Soviet Union. Incidentally, the abundance of petrol available
in Russia, and the high stage of development reached by the
oil industry of the Caucasus regions even before the war,
should have ensured a production amply sufficient for export
as well as for the home market, but for the fact that the
same disorganization prevailed in the oil industry as in every
other sphere.
But while all other measures to obtain foreign exchange may
appear more or less comprehensible, one is not—and that is the
exportation of foodstuffs at a time when, in the country itself,
famine had reached unimaginable proportions. Here again a
few figures may suffice to illustrate the position. 1933 was a
particularly critical year for the food supply of the Soviet Union.
Nevertheless, 1-8 million tons of grain and other foodstuffs
were exported. During the first eight months of the year 466,905
tons of grain, worth 13-2 million roubles1, were exported,
together with fodder and other foodstuffs worth 29*9 million
roubles. La the first eight months of 1934, during which period
the acute lack of foodstuffs continued, the export was even
more considerable; 591,835 tons of grain, worth 13*6 million
roubles, were exported, as well as foodstuffs and fodder to the
value of 34-5 million roubles. These goods were mostly sent
via the Black Sea ports, in the immediate vicinity of which
millions were at that time dying of starvation pure and simple.
It is obvious that a great number of them could easily have
1 Here and below the roubles referred to are gold roubles, worth at par
9 *46 roubles to the £.

